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Using eLibraryUSA Science Resources 

For Researchers and Scientists 

 

Gale Science in Context 

 

Target Audience: Researchers already familiar with the field looking for up-to-date information  

Content: Overview of current issues in scientific fields.  

 

General: Click on “Resources” at the top of the page to view training videos and get tips about 

using the Gale database. 

 

1. Browsing:  

Near the top of the screen, click “Browse Topics.”  

This takes you to a list of recently updated topics. Use the drop-down menu to navigate to a 

topic of interest.  

 

 
The “browse topics” page.  
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The topic “portal” contains a variety of media: academic journals, articles, video, audio, and 

images. You can view the top results on the main page, and click “View All” within the box to 

see more. You can also search using the “search within page” box on the right.  

  

 
A topic portal front page. Links to view more resources and search within the page are circled.  

 

2. Searching  

 

You can use the search box at the top of the page. This search box is visible on every page. 

Clicking on the links above the search box allows you to narrow your search by media. As you 

type, the database will provide topic suggestions (although you can ignore these if they do not 

match what you want to search for).  
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Topics suggestions below the search box as a subject is typed in. 

 

Going to the “advanced search” link directly beneath the search box allows you to narrow the 

search by date, media type, and reading level.  

 

3. Tools  

The database also offers tools to bookmark a page, send it to a social media account or email, 

save to Refworks or another citation site, or email the page link.  

 

 
The tools list located to the right of an article.  
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Clicking “translate” allows you to translate the article into the language of your choice. 

 
A list of languages available for document translation. 

 

GreenFile 

Audience: Researchers and scholars.  

Content: Scholarly, government and general interest articles about environmental issues.  

 

For basic searching, type into the search box. Clicking “search options” directly underneath the 

search box will bring up more ways to narrow your search, and “advanced search” allows you to 

search more than one field at a time.  

 
The basic search box.  
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To narrow your search, click “search options” below the search box for advanced search options. 

 

Other databases can be added to your search by clicking “choose databases” directly above the 

search box and checking the selected databases.  

 

 
Access to all EBSCO databases available through eLibraryUSA. 
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A visual search allows you to categorize and group search results. You can then click and drag 

articles into the “collection box” to save them.  

 

 
Visual search categorization. 

 

Academic OneFile 

Audience: Researchers more familiar with specialized topics.  

Content: Full text journal articles dating back to 1980.  

 

General Searching:  

The search box can be used to search by title, keyword, or publication title. The options below 

the search box allow for narrowing the search to only full text, peer reviewed articles, and 

articles with images. While typing, Search Assist will suggest terms. This feature can be turned 

on and off.  

 
The basic search box. 
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The advanced search page provides more options to narrow your search.  

 

 
Link to the advanced search.  

 

 
Advanced search options. 
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Publication Search allows you to search by journal title. You can also select “list all publications” 

and then find relevant titles based on subject. 

 

 
Ways to refine your search. 

 

This database can be viewed in several different languages. To select a language, hover over 

“English” at the top of the page, and a menu will drop down.  

 

 
Language translation options. 
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Articles themselves can also be translated into a few different languages, using the dropdown 

menu on the right sidebar. Clicking “listen” launches an audio file of the article.  

 

 
Translation dropdown menu in the tools box.  

 

For General Audiences 

 

ELL Research Center 

 

Target Audience: Those who are learning English, high school students.  

Content: Easy to read articles on many subjects.  

 

For a general overview of using ELL Research Center, click on “ELL Content and Features” on the 

right sidebar, then click the article “Research Guide: Using the ELL Research Center. “  

 

On the front page you will see four categories. Click on “Science.”  

 
The link to the science materials. 
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This will take you to a list of general topics. Clicking on each brings up a list of more specific 

topics.  

 
Science topics. 

 

Each of these sub-topics has an article giving a general overview. The articles are appropriate 

for basic introductory information.  

 

PowerKnowledge Science Databases 

 

Audience: Children grades 3-6.  

Content: Basic science information in easy to read articles, videos, and games. There are 3 

databases: Life Science, Earth and Space, and Physical Science. You can switch between 

databases using the links at the top left of the page.  

 

General: “Site help,” link at top right of page.  
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Searching:  

1. Browse topics using the list on the left. Clicking a link brings up a list of topics and sub-topics.  

 

 
Topic menu. 

 

2. Type into the search box at the top of the page and click the magnifying glass. This brings up 

a list of articles and a selection of media results.  

 
The search box. 
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The results page. Text articles are on the left, and images are on the right.  

 

Features: 

The “Find Out More” link on the sidebar of each article provides links to more sources on the 

topic.  

 

The databases offer fun features to help kids learn, like brain teaser quizzes and games.  

 
Games and other resources for PowerKnowledge users. 
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Grolier Online  

 

Audience: Children aged 7 and up.  

Content: Basic reading level. Articles from children’s encyclopedias; Videos; Interactive 

Features 

 

General Searching Info: “Help” Link on top right of page 

 

For a basic search, type your search term in the “Find it Fast” box at the top of the page.  

This brings up a list of results. The number beside each result indicates the reading level. 

 
The Find It Fast Search box. 

 

 

 



 

Updated December 12, 2012  

Kate McNamara, Intern (IIP/RCA/AS) 

The New Book of Popular Science also allows browsing by topic. A link can be found in the left 

sidebar on the front page. 

 
Front page of the New Book of Popular Science. 

 

There is also a Spanish encyclopedia. It can be found using the link to La Nueva Enciclopedia 

Cumbre in the list to the left of the front page.  

 

 
Link to the Spanish encyclopedia. 


